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GINLING C()LLEGII

Nanking, China

American Office
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, N. Y

417 West 120th Street
New York 27, N. Y.
January 4, 1945

Dear Members of the
Ginling College Board:

My letter sent to you more than a month
ago does not have much meaning without the now
enclosed reprint, I am sorry that several things
delayed both getting and sending to you this re-

print, But I am also glad, because now I can add

the initial copy of “New World News". I hope each

of you may find it interesting and valuable enough
to want to subscribe to it, Personally it is good
to find a paper bringing positive news that may be
the seed of a great creative Christian force in
our world,

Sincerely yours,

Stella Marie Graves




BERNARD WAGENAAR
450 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YORK CITY

January 6th,
1945

Mrs. Plummer Mills

Sec'y Ginling College Office
150 Fifth Avenue

New York City

Dear Mrs, Mills, -

Miss Stella Marie Graves
has been studying Composition with me since
the beginning of this season and, as she told
me when she came to me for advice, hope@ to
continue her work with me until the middle of
May. In view of such a satisfactory arrange-
ment I told her that I would be willing to
reduce my lesson price from fifteen to ten
dollars, in case she would finish the year.

She now tells me that the
money allotted to her for the completion of her
musical education during her stay here is al-

ost gone. That is a great pity; for Miss
raves 1s an excellent student indeed and is
doing outstanding work with me. I therefore
appeal to you to finance her studies for the
remainder of the season, and for the following
reasons:

Not only does Miss Graves'
talent warrant it, but she is an instructor of
our art at your college in China where she is
responsible for the education of her students.
What, considering the future and culture of
those coming generations, could be more im-
portant?} And Miss Graves is uncommonly well
suited for such a position, as I can testify
from observation of her gifts and personality
coupled with experience in years past.

Dean Wedge of the Institute of Musical Art is
of the same opinion, as he told me when he
recommended her to me.

Hence, and in view of the
fact that Miss Graves 1s a very unassuming and




BERNARD WAGENAAR
450 RIVERSIDE DRIVE
NEW YORK CITY

NG @
1945

modest person, I repeat that I must urge you
to come to her assistance; for, speaking as
an educator, I feel that it would be impru-
dently wasteful to neglect the proper prepar-
ation, academically speaking, of a person of
Miss éraves' potentialities and position.

Hoping to hear from you that
your organization will enable Miss Graves to
complete her studies, I am

Very sincerely yours,

—




Dr. Bernard Vagenaar
480 Riverside Drive
New York, N. Y.

Dear Dpe Wagemasr:

I am Treasurer of the Board of Foumders of Ginling College
and Mrs. Mills has disoussed with me your letter of Jamuary 6th regard-
ing Miss Stella Marie Graves.

We have known Miss Graves for a long time and are familiar
with her musical talemt, but it gives us great pleasure to receive your
hearty endorsement of her work and oapabilities. She is all that you

say and more.

The Board of Founders of Ginling College is incorporated under
the Regents of the State of New York and exists for the sole purpose of
sarrying on Christian eduoation in China., Our duties are to assemble
funds for the use of the College and make them awvailable for the field
budget. The expenditure, therefore, is entirely in the hands of the
Board of Managers in China. Our duties, therefore, are limited to such
suthorigations aes are given by the authorities in China., Our normal
procedure would be to forward Miss Graves request for an additiomal $100.00
eduocetional allowance to China and await the deoision. These are sbmormal
times, however, and it is quite possible that this smount of money oan be
raised in Amerioa aside from the regular budget, although we are definitely
restricted by the Nationel War Fund from soliciting momey for such purpose,
Of ocourse, eventually this must have the approval of the Board of Managers
in China, but we are taking the temporary responsibility of assuring you
that Miss Graves will be able to have the extra $100 which she requests.

Very sincerely yours,

Ce A. EVARS
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July 2, 1945

Miss Stella Marie Graves
o/0 Dr. Ruth Wagner
201 W, First Street
Royal Oak, NMichigan

Dear ¥tella:

I was very glad to get your letter of June 27th and
to know where we could reach you. If you had given me an ad~-
dress, I forgot it, so that I did not know where to send your
letters and Mr. Evans did not know where to send your check.
We have that all straight now, and I hope that mail will go to
you without delay. We forwarded some last wsek and some more
this morning.

The packages of music came on Fridgy. This is in-
deed & grand gift for Ginling's music library and I know how
thrilled you were to receive it. We will write to Dr. Lehmamn,
as you suggest, and express our appreciation for his generosity.
The packages will be kept here, along with all the other books
we have for Ginling, until such time as they can be gotten out
to the College.

Dr. Wu is back in New York now and of course just as
busy as she can be, We were ell delighted to see her looking
so well, The Conference was strenuous, but she seems to have
cone through without paying too high a price in strength and
energy. 1 am afraid the hot weather of New York is going to
take a greater toll than the United Nations Security Conference.

I had a nice note from Hung Deh-ling, written from
the Sutherland home in Montclair. She is very happily settled
there and speaks most appreciatively of their kindness to her.

95



Migs Stella NMarie Graves July 2, 1948

After a final conference with Mr. Sutherland about
his offer %o give Hu Shih-tsang a home while she is in America,
wo sent a cable to Ruth Chester, informing her that board and
tuition amounting to U.8.$1,000 are availebdle for Miss Hu, I
have aleo written to Catherine quite fully about the whole
thing, and now we ocan only wait t0 hear what sucoess Miss Hu
has in getting a passport. I hawe talked it over with Dr. Wu
and she seems to f'eel that there is a real chanse that this
epplication will be given special consideration by the Ministey
of Education. Dr, Wu hed made & rather definite request to
the Minister in this oase, and she feels that he will make it
possible for Miss Hu to get a passport.

I am delighted %o know that you are having such a
good trip, and I hope that your plans & going %o work out
satisfectorily right along. We will be thinking of you in
July when the tonsils come out. I hope it isn't as hot where
you are as it is here. Let us know how things go with you,
We want to keep in touoh with your plans., We, in turn, will
keep you informed of any news in the matter of passports or
sallings, I must say that just now it doesn't look too hope~
ful for anybody.

With all best wighes,

Affectionately yours,
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Miss Stella Marie Graves
Q/o Dr. Ruth Wagner

201 West First Street
Royal OCak, Michigan

Dear Stella:

I was very glad indeed to get your good letter of
July 7¢h and to know that you are in so delightful & spot., I
have been thinking of you especially this last day or two and
hoping that all goes well with you. Having your tonsils out is

not a very serious performance, but it isn't very comfortable
either, and I am glad to know that you are to have several

days of complete rest after the operation. I am writing to
your wonderful friend, Dr. Wagner, to express to her our appre-
ciation for all she is doing for you.

Now about the $50.00 for hospital expenses. Of
course, the Board will gladly pay its share, which would seem
to be $25.00, since the contresct stipulates that you pay the
first $25.00 yourself. That much is clear. Whet I do not
understand from your letter is just exactly how much you ex-
pect to pay personally for the hospital and the vitemins you
propose to send out to Ginling. If you pay the $60.00 to the
hospital, and then in addition we deduct $25.00 from your salary
to be added to the $25.00 which the Board will pay for medical
expenges, it will mean that you are personally paying out $75.00.
Is this what you intend? If it is, may I suggest that you are
being too generous for your own best good. I wonder if I make
myself olear. It looks this way to me:

$50.00 Paid to hospital
$50.00 Used for vitamins

$100.00

Of this amount, the Board's share is $25.00, which certainly
leaves you paying $75.00.




Miss Stella Marie Graves July 13, 1945

A further word on the matter of vitaming. After
telking with Mies Boynton and Dr. Wu herself, I am coming %o
the conclusion that there are probahly plenty of vitamins out
there, and that a cash gift is better. Furthermore, even
$50.00 worth of vitamins would be & lerger and heavier packege
than Dr, Wu feels she could guarantee to take back with her,
She feels that it is better to put the money into the Faculty
Ald Fund, which she uses to meet the most urgent needs that
arise, as you know,

I therefore think thet the Lest way to handle this
would be for me to have the $25,00 from the Board placed to
the credit of your salary, and you can then use it in any way
you like. Is this clear to you?

I em sorry to heer about Louise Hammond, and yet I
must say that I cannot be too sad. She has lived gloriously
and triumphantly, and I am sure that she herself would be the
first to concede that this last year has been like an extra
grant of time to her - time that she has used to good purpose
in making life worth while for others.

Now that the end has come we can only rejoice in
what 6@ wes and did, and remember her with gratitude and be
thankful for her life.

I have not yet gottec in touoh with Ars. Feng, but
will try to do so soon. You know my position on using the
admigsion from one school to get a passport %o America end then
going to some other school, so I will not say anything more
about 1t. I do hope, however, that Hu dhih-tsang will realisge
that the offer of full board end room is only if she studied
in or near New York, since the Sutherlandé live in Montclair,
It is not a money grant, only & place in a home. I think that
I can get an extra $500 cesh grant from a special source for
her, which would teke care of her running expenses for a year,
Her only problem therefore would seem to be goetting here, which
of course involves not only a passport, bul the passage money
and & place on a boat. I hope it works out.

Flease keep me posted on how things go with you, your
next address, and any other information about yourself. Dr,
Wu is here now, but her plans for the next few weeks are not
very definite.

My love and best wishes to you always.

Cordially yours,

Mrs. W, Plumer Mills




July 13, 1946

Dr. Ruth Wagner
201 West First Street
Royal Okk, Michigan

Dear Dr. Wagner:

8tella Graves has written to me about your wonderful
hospitality to her and your generous arrangements for her
medical care in Royal Ouak.

May I express to you the appreciation of the Ginling
Board for these great kindnesses to Miss Greves. It means
much to us, as well as to her, to know that she has such
friends. I do not need to tell you anything about Stella's
gifts, her sweetness of personality and the Joy that she has
in her personal relationships. 8he is a gift to Ginling, and
We are very proud of her accomplishments and happy to have her
a8 part of our Ginling family.

Your interest in the work in China through your
friendship for her is deeply appreciated, end again I say
thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. W. Plumer Mills

C8Mzef
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Mr. John C. Vincent
State Department
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Vinoent:

After you left San Francisco I telephoned to a
member of the State Department whose name I do not recall,
asking about the possibility of getting Ginling faculty
members now in America back to China. We are so greatly
in need of help on the faculty to replace teachers who
must leave for health reasons, that I am raising the ques-
tion again with you.

The particular case I have in mand is that of
Miss Stella Marie Graves. She is a member of the Ginling
music faculty and has been in Amerioa for the past year.
She is now ready to return to China and is most snxious to
£0 in order that Miss Sutherland, another member of the
Music Department, can come home on furlough. Miss Suther-
land had 'hoped to oome this summer because her mother, who
is past eighty, is in falling health and is expecting her
daughter to return soon. I have just had a cable from the
College, saying that Miss Sutherland's own health now
makes it imperative that she have a furlough at once.

2
>

I am therefore writing to ask if you can see that

special consideration be given to the request that Miss
Grages be¢ allowed to retum.




Mr. John C. Vingent July 24, 1945

I fully realize that at this time of preparation
for the big offensive against the Japanese, ocivilians have
little chance %o travel unless they are definitely connected
with the war effort. May I say that gur Musioc Departmemt is
doing its bit by entertaining American foroes, by giving
concerts at the Air Bases and by going %o the Hespital to
sing for the siok and wounded soddiers.

3 {

a L #8 viu
I uuurgbyoﬁ thit knyth:ln; you can do to expedite
Miss Oraves' return to China will be greatly appreciated.

8incerely yours,

Yi-fang Wu
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Miss Stella Marie Graves
o/o Dr. Ruth Wagner

201 West First Street
Royal Oak, Mich,

Dear Stella;

I had hoped to hear from you before this, telling me
that you were completely well again and enjoying 1if¥ more than
ever witnout your tonsils. I also hope that you understood my
last letter about the adjustment on your medieal expenses and
do not feel cross with me about the position T took in the mat-
ter. Flease write me frankly how you feel about it.

For your information I would like to say that I have
Just had a Nanking Newsletter, in which Margaret Turner says
that United Chine Relief has provided "generous emounts” of
vitamins in powder form which is being made into tablets and
distributed among those who need it on the campus. Margaret
goes on to say that the cost is practically rothing and that
all who need it can get it by epplying for it through the relief
committee of their own institution. Bhe went on to outline the
method in which this aid was being distributed, and from her ac-
count, it would seem that there is no very urgent need at the
moment for extra supplies of vitemins., Of course, Claude Thom-
som is also teking in a large amount, which will be availsble
for all of the institutions, not just the University of Nanking.
All of this would seem to etrengthen my position that a cash
contribution is better now than a contribution of vitamins.

A day or two ago we received an express package for
you from Mrs. John Magee, in Washington, insured for $500.
Anything with thet high a value on it inspires me with respect
and I would like to treat it accordingly. What do you want
me to do with it. You doubtless know its contents.




Miss Stella Marie Graves July 26, 1945

I also have a ring that belohgs to you which you left
&%t Dr. Clara Sargent Shepard's. She and Mr. Shepard were in
New York not long mgo, and she brought the ring %o the office,
saying she found 1t under the pillow of the bed in which you
had slept. Bhall I forward it to you?

We have just had a cable from Ruth, saying that it is
inadvisable to postpone Catherine's furlough any longer,
Naturally Ruth was anxious for you to get back as fast as pos~
sible and her cable raised the question of the possibility of
your early return, I know that you, toco, are eager to ge as
s00n as you can, and that leads me to ask if you have had any
favorable reply from the State Department., I will have to con-
fess that all that we hear is very discouraging, but we are not
glving up hope.

Dre Wu is making splendid progress and will probably
g0 home in another day or two. I am most thankful that this
is all behind her, as I am sure that she willgbe far better off
because of this operation.

All best wishes,

Affectionately yours,

Mrs, W, Plumer Mills
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RUTH E. WAGNER, M. D.
201 WEST FIRST STREET

ROYAL OAK, MICH
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August 1

Miss Stella Marie (raves
c/o Miss Mina Courtright
West Shaw Street
Charlotte, Mich.

Dear Stella:

Your two letters, rumning over the period of July
18th to 27th, reached me the same day. I wes delighted to
hear from you and to know of your improvement. I am sure thet
you have been in the test of hands end that you are going to
be much bhetter without your ¢tonsils. I also had a note from
Dr. Wagner, enclosing your medical report, which I have passed
on to the Medical Office.

We have credited your salary account with the dif-
ference between $58.80 and $25.00, that is $33.80. You do not
need to explain to me all of your generous impulses end how you
expect %o use the money. My concern was only that you should
not be more generous than you can affort to be, and al so that
your generosity be expreesed in the most practical way. I was
a little afraid that an attempt to send vitamins would not
prove to be the most practical way. I know what a joy it is
to you to feel that you are doing something for that gellant
group in Ginling and I have no suggestions whatsoever to offer
about how you sené your aid to them. I see you smile when you
think that I have already told you definitely what I thought
was the best way, that is a cash gift; but the object of this
letter is to say that I want you to use phar gift to Ginling
in the way that will make you happiest.

Dr. Wu talked with me some time ago about your letter
to her on the matter of supplies for the Music Department. You
know, of course, that she has been in the hospital for some time
and has not been able to write many letters. I am afraid that
I had not realized that there was a time limit on the questions




Miss Stella Marie Graves August 1, 1946

you asked, and so I had not gotten Dr. Wu's thought on that
matter to pass on to you., I have now talked it over with her,
and she asks me to say to you that the question is not ome of
money. The College would gladly appropriste the $5600 you sug-
gest for the purchase of the music and other things you want for
the department. The meain problem is getting them out there, It
is really impossible to get an organ and a victrola sent to
China now, and 8o it does not seem to Dr. Wu a partioularly wise
plan to buy them now, Music, of course, is a little more eadily
sent, but we have had no great success with the packages we have
started during the past year. Of course, when you start back
you could teke supplies with you, as far as India anyway, whether
you could get them all the wey into China slong with you or not.
Since the date cof your own departure is so uncertain, Dr. Wu
suggests that you leave any lerge purchasing until neerer the
time that you go. If, however, you think it wisest to place
some orders while you are in Chicago, that will be perfectly all
right. I wouldn't consider buying an organ or victrola now, but

& linited emount of music could be purchased and kept until it
is practical to take or send it. Dr. Wu raises the question of
the advisability of doing nothing about it now and ordering by
letter from the Chicego houses nearer the time of your departure.

)

What do you think of this plean?

Yesterday wo mailed you two packages, one your manuseript
from kMrs. Mageo and the other a small packege that came to you in

the morning meil. We sent them both to California, where they
will probably be waiting for you when you arrive.

Dr. Wu 1s lmproving, though not ae repidly es we had
hoped immedistely after the operation. ©&he is still in the hos-
pitel and the doctor says she should stay a few days longer,

She is etill quite weak and really needs the care that the hospi=-
tal can give her., She is going to need a long rest after she
leaves, and I feel quite certain that she will not start to China
as early as the middle of September. Of course, the main thing
is to get her completely well again and other things will have

to fall in place, I will keep you posted of any major develop-
ments in her plans.

I am more than distressed to have the news that you
sent me about Catherine., We had had a cable from Ruth along the
seme line., I think I wrote you that Catherine's furlough shoulad
not be postponed. I am greatly distressed about her dondition,
qnd hope that it is going to be possible for her to get home he-
fore serious damage is done. I do wonder, however, what possi-
bilities there are of getting her here, regardless of the situation
at the College. Is it possible to get hessage for her?




Miss Stella Marie Graves August 1, 1945

it is indeed sweet of you to think of sending me

books, and I greatly eppreciate your thought, The books have
not yet arrived, but I am sure I shall enjoy them when they
come. Would you like me to put them with those I am saving
for Ginling after I have resad them? I think thet a gift from
you used twice in thet way would give the greatest possible
smount of pleasure and I know that many at Ginling would want
to read these books, too.

Let me say again how delighted I am that you are
making progress toward complete recovery. I hope that you
are reelly well by the time this letter reaches you,

Affectionately yours,

Cs¥:ef

Speciel Delivery




August 9,

His Excellency
Ambassador Wei Tao-ming
Twin Oaks

5225 Woodley Kkoad
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Wei;

Ferhaps Mr. T. L. Tsui has told you that because of
my recent operstion I had to give up the plen of visiting England
early in August on my way back to China.

Now, owing to the slow recovery after the operation,
the doctor has definitely advised me to take several months' rest
before teking the long trip homeward.

A cable has come from College, asking me to do my ut-
most in helping Miss Stella Grawee-to return to Chengtu. She is
a member of our faculty and has been on furlough here during the
past school yesr. Our college office in New York has been trying
to eecure passage for her, but has been told by the State Depart-
ment that civilians cannot have the priority.

However, because of the followinc new factors, I take
the liberty of writing for your help. I just heard tha* the
boat 8.8. Gripsholm will start back on August 24th, It seems to
me that such a boat very likely will take civilian passengers,
Another fuctor is thet the recent cable from College mentioned
the urgency of the return of Miss Stella Oraves to replace a
faculty member who is now 111 in Chengtu. Could you kindly
present a special request to the State Department to take Miss
Graves' application for passage as a special case?




His Excellensy August 9, 1645
Anbassador Wel Teo-ming

I shall be very grateful to you for your kind effortis
in exerting your good influence in facilitating Miss Graves’
early return $o Ginling College.

With kind regards to you and Mademe VWei, and awaiting
your favorable reply, I am

Respectfully yours,

Yi-fang Wu

YFlisef

Special Delivery
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Island House
Mackinac
August 20, 1945

Dear Mrs. Mills and Mr. Evans:

It is great that shipping is opening up. Have you checked with Dr,
Foreman concerning Dr. Ruth Wagner's report and the hope she expressed that I
would net need to return to China too quickly? It has been only three weeks
since my blood count despite all kinds of liver and iron injections begun in May
was still only 66%. As you know, I expected to go to California within a week's
time, so I asked to have allimy letters sent to California, therefore I don't
know about my passport. Do you know whether that is granted yet or not, and
what inoculations are required? No statement on the passport blanks was to be
found on that subject. My niece's letter quoted you, Mr. Evans, as saying that
Catharine Sutherland is still waiting my return., Is that true? Didn't the cable
say that it was inadvisablie for her to wait longer? Have you had word to the
contrary?

My own feeling is that if my actual sailing date could be delayed
until the 25th of September or October 1lst, that probably my blood condition
would be much improved, and that a few extra weeks of good American food now
might be the very best insurance of continuing health in China. One added
reason for staying here is that August in Mackinac seems a better place for health
than southern Califomnia. I do very much want some time - the more the better
within what is possible - with my niece. But I feel Ginling and China are going
to need much more of me than just my ability to teach or write music, and that the
training I am getting here can be the basis of both a new physical health and
spiritual power - far beyond what I have ever had before, based on guided living -
and I mean really guided living and thinking and feeling. Up to now guidance hes
been frequent perhaps, but far from constant, and of course the reason is in me.

May I hope to take out with me eny new people? My plan, what seems
best now, unless you with Dr. Foreman feel that I should go at once, is to remain
here over Labor Day and then start by Wednesday of that week for Californias. Then
I would have two to three weeks with my niece hoping to be in the best health by
October lst, ready, already for China dnd the years ahead.

Bincerely yours,

Stella Marie Graves

P.S. If there are any new people to go with me I would like to suggest some time
here with me and this amazing team of people who surely are finding how to fight
for building a new world - the world we all want - by beginning with themselves.
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August 24, 1945

Miss Stella Marie Graves
Island House
Mackinac Island, Mich.

Dear Miss Graves:

I am in the office for a day to attend a special meeting
and find your telegram of the 2lst. Your le tter of the 20th is also
at hand. There has been such an urgent call for you to get back to
Chins and so much groundwork hes been done toward getting your
military permit that it seemed advisable to urge preparation for
your return at the earliest possible moment.

Your telegram calls attention to the report from Dr. Ruth
Wagner. By this time you have received word from Dr. Formen regard-
ing this. In order to bring things to a foocus, I had a conference
with Dr. Forman this morning, and on the strength of information
available, he is saying definitely that you should postpone thought
of sailing until the latter part of Oetober.

This will give you smple time to carry out your plans for
visiting your niece at Long Beach. There is no telling where sailings
will be made from. Up to the present, they have all been from the
east coast. It is quite possible, however, that there will be some
opening later on from the Pacifie Coast. Meamwhile it would seem in
order to follow out the recommendations of the Medical Department, as
even your sailing in October will be dependent upon your physieal
progress in the meantime. We are enclosing another set of inoculation
papers.

Things are not enough advanced to know who will be going out
about the time you will sail, and quite naturally the Moral Rearmament
Conference will be over before that time.




Miss Stella Marie Graves August 24, 1945

1 am sending a copy of this letter %o Dr. Wa, so she
will khow the existent conditions.

Most sineerely yours,

C. A. EVANS

CAEseof

Enclosure; Set of inoculation papers

Carbon copies to: Dr. Wu
Dr. Forman




September 8,1945

Miss Stellsa Marie Graves
Igland IHouse
Mackinac Island, lichigan

Dear Stella:

Your letter of August 21st should have been acknowl=
edged befcore this, alsc your other letters and telegrams which
arrived while I wes awgy on vacation. I believe that dr. Evans
has written to you and alsc wired you abou! the efforts he has
made to secure your pessport and passage. I have just returned
to the office and am now in the process of finding out all that
has happensd while I was away.

I understand that ycu have had a letter from the
State Department refusing to grant your passport immediately,
and saying that your regquest will be considered in its turn,
This may not be as discouraging as it souads, since things
change very rapidly and passports may be forthecoming in the
near future. In the meantime, it seems highly important to me
that as promptly as possible you complete slll arrangements for
your departure, including your visit to your niece, and all
inoculations,

It seems to me that the probability that Ginling will
not be in Chengtu more than one more academic year, and that
any large things, such as a radio, wictrola or organ, would
hardly reach West China before the college would be packing up
to move, has a very direct bearing on what you plen to take out
with you. In addition, it would seem wise to delay purchasing
such mechanical equipment long enough to insure our getting
articles with the very great improvements that will certainly
be offered as soon as new models are on sale. This is especially
true of the radio. I would therefore suggest that you select
the music the Department needs, and plan to take as much as you




Miss Stella Marie Graves Reptember 8, 1945

think best with you, but that the other things be sent direct
to Nanking, thus saving a great deal of expense in shipping,
not to mention wear end tear involved in the long journey te
Wewt China and back. Of course, we would want the benefit of
your judgment on these purchases, whether they are made before
or after you leave,

We will forward the ring to your niece's address in
Galifornia, ae you request. I think that I will hold the musie
from Oberlin a 1ittle longer, unti! we know whether you sail
from the east or the west. If you leave from the east coast,
it hardly seems adviseble to send these large peckages all the
way to Californim and heve them sent back again,

I an delighted to know that your stay a2t Mackirec has
meant so0 much to you, and I greatl: appreciate your invitetion
to me to join you there, I know that great spiritual forces are
at work in that group, end I alsc know that I need the strength
that could come to me from contact with these forces, but it has
not been possible for me to include e trip to Mackinac in my
plans for the swwmer, t gives ne great joi to know thaet you
have had this experience before starting beck to China. ANy
thing thaot will send you back to the difficult days thet lie
ehead with & surer senee of purpose and guldance toward the ace
couplishment of that purpose is to be received with gratbtude,

I shall look forward with interest to hesrs F your

plans for the next few weeks. I hope thet it is coing to be
possible for you to have a satisfactoryly lonp vigit wit your
niece in California. She has been expecting you for so many
months thet I hate to think of either of you being dissppointed.

I had a cable from Ruth a day or two ago, confirming
your word about Hu Shih-tsang., Ruth says that she will not be
able to arrive in America by the fall semester. I have written
this to Dr. Wedge and said that I hoped the scholarship would
be available to her for the second semester, I believe you
have also written him about this.,

We have no word at all about Catherine's return,
Ruth's cable did not mention her and I have had only one letter
from the college within the last month. In that, deted July
27th, Ruth seys that Catherine wee then visiting Dr, Gale and
everyone hoped that she would have a real}y good rest and return
much stronger. Ruth was very anxious that she get to America as
fast as possible, as she feared that even & good rest in the sup-
mer would not be sufficient to give Catherine the strenghh she
needs to go through another year. I will keep you informed of
aly news that comes,

Affectionately yours,
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September 14, 1945

Migs Stella Marie Graves
Island House
Mmokinec Island, Mich.

Dear Stella:

I greatly esppreciate your telegram and the cordial
invitation to come to Island House £or the weekend of September
156th, I am sure that it would be most delightful and I wish
that it were possible, but I cgunot get away from the accumula-
tion of work for that length of time. I forwarded the telegram
to Dr. Wu, and I am sure that you have heard from her directly.

I hope that you got my wire promptly so that you were not ex-
pecting me.

I am afraid that I failed to mention in my lest letter
to you the fact that the books you sent me have been duly re-
ceived. I thiank you for thinking of me and sending me this
materidl, and I shall read it with great pleasure,

We have forwarded your ring to you at your néece's
address in California and I hope that it will arrive safely.
Please keep us posted about your movements. I assume that you
will soon be with her. I know that she has been looking for-
ward to your coming for a long time.

I saw Ruth Phillips briefly a few nights ago. I
think she looks very well and she seems to be full of energy.
Rosemary was with her and said that she would be here until
she returns to school. Miss Phillips was glad that she had
the aspartment to return to, but also said that she hoped to
find a place with more light end air if sheiis going to stay in
New York. Apartments are just about as hard to get as ever,
but I hope that she will be successful.

Affectionately yours,

CSMzef
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(Septemder 12, 1945)

Miss Stella Marie Graves

Island House

Mackinac Island, Mich.

GREATLY APPRECIATE INVIZATION.  REGAET CANNOT ACGEPY. DOCIR

WU REPLYING DIRECTLY.

Cornelia Mills




- WE STE RN &
"UNION

A, N WILLIAMS ; ”' ‘6 e

PRESIDENT

The filing time shown in the datg line on telegrams and day letteuuS'l‘ANDARDTIMEntpomtolon&m Mdmoetpthﬂ'l‘ANDARDTMEntpantoldsﬂnlhon

IA368 NI PDSMACKEINAC lsuun MICH 16 e
-S PLUMER MILLS GINLING COLLEGE OFF ICE:
=150 5 AVE N¥K=

THANKS FOR YOUR TELEGRAM § AM LEAVING MACKINAC FOR CHICAGO |
ST LOUIS AND LONG BEACH NEXT MONDAY SEPTEMBER 17 WY LOVE |

T0 YOuU=

STELLA MARIE,

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM IT8 PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE




PHONE FRANKLIN 0221

MUSIC ¢ EQUIPMENT e INSTRUMENTS
30 EAST ADAMS e CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS

September 19, 1945
Ginling College Office
150 Fifth Avenue
New York 11, New York

Gentlemen: Attention - lr. Evans

Miss Stella M. Graves was in our office and ordered a quantity
of books, etc. for use in her work in the Mission in China %o
which she is going, and tells us that payment for her purchase
will be made through your office.

Will you kindly tell us Just how the invoice should be rendered
so that it may prove satisfactory to you? Your early response
will be appreciated so that the matter can be handled just as
promptly as possible.

fours truly,

EDUCATIONAT MUSIC BUREAU, INC.
. /
1) I~ /)
JHED SRy e AW
/ ' il o=l
R. Parker, Credit ianager




September 21, 1945

Mr. W. R. Parker, Credit Manager
Educational Music Bureau, Inc.
30 East Adams

Chicago 3, Ill.

Dear Mr. Parker:

Thank you for your letter of September 19th

informing us that Miss Stella M. Graves has ordered
a quantity of books for her work in China.
Will you please render the invoice to

Ginling College and mail it to the above address.

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. W. Plumer Mills

CSM;sef
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October 4,

Miss Stella Marie Graves
¢/o Mrs. Hazel Gibson
13563 A Lemon Avenue

Long Beach 6, Calif.

Dear Stella:

I was very happy to get your letter of September 27th
written from Long Beach., It is good to know that you are finding
such joy in being with your own family, T know thet it will give
you renewed strength and happiness and enavle you to store up

memories that will go with you in your next term of service in
Chinsa.

We do expect you to go back to China, you see, although
[ must confess that I haven't anything definite to say right now,
They simply are not taking women. Dr. Mary Cheng went all the
way out to the West Coast to get on a boat scheduled to leave
today, only to find that they would not teke sny women, Chinese
or American. That really is as much as I have to eay on this
subject now. Mr. Evans has doubtless written to you and told
you, as he has told me, that there is no possibility et all of
your getting on the Gripsholm, He hopes that when shipping does
open up more freely, it may be possible for you to sail from the
West Coast, but it is no use to talk about this now as we have
no assurance of the time that you will be able to go.

Thenk you for sending me Hu Shih-tsang's letter. Some
time ago I wrote to Dr. Wedge of Juilliard, telliny him that she
could not get here before the begihning of the sedond semester
and ‘asking that the scholarship be made available to her at that
time. He has never replied. Have you had anything from him on
the subject? I rather hate to approach him again until I know
his reaction to this first delay. There is still no definiteness
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about Miss Hu's arrival and we could not blame Dr. Wedge for
taking the posiBitn that he would consider giving her a scholar-
ship when he knows absolutely that she can get here,

I am glad to know that you were able to get the musie
off to Catharine through Mr., Denick. I am sure that it will
be most hel pful to her. We have not yet gotten the bill from
the Chicago house for it, though we did have an inquiry as to
how this bill should be rendered. I suppose they will colleot
in due time.

Dr. Wu is now in New York and apperently she is pretty
well. Of course, she will not talk much about her condition and
insiste that she feels fine. She is seeing the doctor this
afternoon for a check-up, and after that we may know more defi-
nitely what she oan plan about her return.

I had a letter from Mrs. Sutherland a day or two ago
in whioch she expressed great concern for Catharine's health,
I wonder if you have had any recent word from Catharine, I am
sure you will share it with Mrs. Sutherland if you have.

I have not seen Ruth Phillipe for some days, but it
is good to know that she is nearby. I hope to see her soon,

Affectionately yours,

CSisef




November 16, 1945

Miss Stella Marie Graves
q/o Mrs. Hazel Gibscn
1353 A Lemon Avenue

Long Eeach 6, Celif.

Dear Stella:

It has been a long time since I wrote you, but I have
thought of you often and wished you were near enough for a visit.

Did you ever write to Dr. Wedge about Miss Hu Shih~tsang?
I wrote him once and told him of her delay and said that I hoped a

scholarship would be available for her when it wag possible for her
to come. Quite naturallj; he has not written to me, as the time of
Miss Hu's arrival seems so uncertain, and he would not be ablie to
maeke any blind promises., In the neantime, word from China seems to
indicate that they think Ann Arbor would be better for her than
Juilliard, and Dr. Wu was going to see what she could do about get-
ting a scholarship there,

Dr. wu has spent the last ten days in Ann Arbor, Detroid
p o ’
and Chicago, and got back in New York day tefore yesterday., She
has done some speasking and met with & number of groups of Ginling
friends, and I hope had a good time, I am anxious to see her and
* P ¢
hear all about it, especially what scholarships she has secured
for our girls,

I am afraid I haven't much to say ebout the passport
situation., A few people have gone by boat to Shahghai and eastern
ports in China, and the Fresbyterien Board at least is trying to
get some women out that way. Up to the present, howe er, I have
not heard of any great success in thet direction. You may be sure
Mr. Evans is doing what he can,

Horton Danield is starting back on Sunday, leaving here
by a boat that goes through the Panama Canal and thence to Shanghai.
He is going up to Nanking as promptly as possible. The Hospital
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there has been run by the Japanese end is still functioning, but
needs reinforcement badly. As you know, Searle and Albert Steward
are now in Nenking, and Plumer got to Shanghai on November 7¢h, I
had onlj a oable in which he did not give any details of hés plans,
80 I am eager for a letter.

All of the music from Chicago has-come, and will be sent
Out as soon as possible. I enclose a letter thet came, The bill
has been paid. We have just received a bill for $19.62 from C,
Schirmer Music Company in Los Angeles, addressed to Mr. Evans. We
suppose that it is something you ordered, wut we had heard nothing
from you about it. Please let me know what it is.

You will be interested in this paragraph from a letter
from Ruth Chester, dated October 13th;

"Our latest news from Nanking is that the buildings
have been turned over to us and Mrs. Tsen and Blanche Wu
were planning to move in and probably have already done so.
We haven't very much detail yoet about the ocondition of the
property, but it is not as bad as it might have been., There
is almost none of our furniture lef't, but evidently a fair
amount of Japanese things, rough benches, tables, ete,,
which capg be used temporarily. They have gathered up about
30,000 of our library books, which is roughly half of the
original lot, but we do not kndéw what they are. They ere
planning to open a middle school of some sort right away, in
order to have the buildings in use and make sure they don't
get borrowed again. I hope one of us can g0 down from here
soon, but there is no definite information to give on that
yet. "

Ke are all most anxious for more details about Nanking,
80 hope Ruth ocan get there soon.

I hope all goes well with you,

Affectionately,

CSuMsEF
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December 12, 1945

Miss-ssella . Marie Graves
c/o Mrs. HazelGibson
1363 A - Lemon Avenue
Long Beach 6, Calif.

Dear Stella:

Your letters of November 23rd and December 3rd bhotl
arrived quite promptly and should have been acknowledged befcre
this. L shall now try to answer all the questicns you raise.

Firct about the records from Schirmer., The bill has
heen paid, but as fer as I cen find ocut we have never received
a list of the records. If you can supply such a list, we can
have it here for Catharine's information wnen she arrives.

If you go by way of Shanghai, I think it would be
wise for you to take as much es possible with you. On the
other hand, if you go by way of iIndia, I doubt the wisdom of
taking much with you. Shipping is opening up now end we are
planning to get a number of hoxes off to Shanghal in the early
spring. They will then be in Nanking by the time the College
needs them. As you know, getting things in from India to

Chengtu is slow end vncerteir, and since it is now well into
December, we could not hope to have anything which is sent

that way reach the campus in time to be of much service to them
before the College closes the middle of April. This date was
given in a recent letter from Eva Spicer, We still have hesrd
nothing from packages sent by mail well over a year ago, 8o

are not sending anything more that way. Since the problem of
moving is going to be a very real one, it does not seem wise to
take anything more than is absolutely necessary to Chengtu, I
have just talked this over with Dr. Wu and she strongly supports
this view, Of course, if you go to Shenghai, then you will want
to take us much as possible with you,
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We have had a cable from Chengtu saying definitely
that Hu Shih~tsang wants to 80 %o Michigan., Dr. Wu has been
to Ann Arbor and telked over the matter of a scholarship for
her with Dr. Rufud and has his virtual promise that Miss Hu
will be given a Barbour Scholarship for the coming year. We
are therefore informing Juillierd thet she will not claim the
one offered her there. This may or may not be the wisest
decision, but it is what she wants, and Dr. Wu is happy about
it.

: Dr. Wu is now pPlanning to stert baek before the end
of December, going by way of Shanghai andg Nanking. She will
fly, of course, s0 will not be agble to take much with her,
She seeme quite well, end ie sager to get beck.

i am enclosing the cheak which you sent to Dr. Wu
and which she ssked me to return to you, She thinks that you
¢l use it more easily then she to get things to take back,
since you will be golng by boat and she by plane,

I em afraild thet as yat I have no éncouraging word
about a cot or a bicycle for yous I realize that both ere
most useful - necessary, in fast - but I have not found anyone
who wants ¢o buy these. What were the conditions on thiz

$80.00 check? Coulé 1t be used tha+t way?

Harriet Whitmer ig making plans to start %o Nanking
&% 800n as »assport and pPassage are availaeble., She will be a
tower of strength to Mrs., Tsen and Blanche Wu and the others
who are getting the campus ready for use in the fall,

This will bring you my love and all £00d witcheg for
Christmas and the coming year.

Cordially yours,

CSMsef

Encl osure, Heturn of cheok




